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Date   : 28 February 2021 
 
Sermon Title : Your Sins are Forgiven 
 
Speaker  : Rev Eddie Ho 
 
Text   : Mark 2:1-12     
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Mark 1 is a prelude to Jesus' ministry on earth through the ministry of John the 

Baptist who prepared the people's hearts to receive the Lord into their lives. People 

all over Judea came to see him as they were amazed by how he practised what he 

preached. When Jesus came into the scene, they were also amazed by Jesus who 

taught with authority; His words cut through people's hearts, drove out demons and 

healed the sick. So, people flocked to Him wherever He went. (Mark 1:22) 

Mark 2 began with Jesus returning to Capernaum after having travelled throughout 

the rest of Galilee preaching, healing and driving out demons. Capernaum is of 

significance as a base for Jesus' earthly ministry as he would return there after 

travelling to other parts of Galilee. It was also the hometown of 5 of Jesus' disciples: 

Simon (Peter), Andrew, James, John and Matthew. When they heard He had 

returned, a large crowd gathered at Peter’s house to see Jesus because they had 

heard about the amazing works Jesus had done and they were curious to find out 

who He really was. 

 

Context 

In our reading, we learn of a group of four friends who lowered their paralyzed friend 

down to Jesus by making an opening in the roof of Peter’s house when they could 

not get near Jesus due to the large crowd. (v.4) The roof of a typical house in Middle 

East in the first century was flat and made of clay. It was strong enough to hold the 

weight of people as most households would have used the roof as a patio for storage 

or for social gatherings. Therefore, opening a hole in the roof would have required 

breaking and digging, effectively damaging the property. It was also not a 

straightforward task due to the risks involved.  

 

I) “When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “My child, 
your sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:5, NIV) 

 

a. Jesus saw their faith (v.5) 

Besides showing the extent of their love and loyalty for their paralyzed friend, really 

wanting him to be healed, these friends showed that: 
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 They truly believed that Jesus could heal their paralysed friend as they were 

willing to put their money where their mouth is; to pay the price for the damages 

later. 

 

b. Jesus’ response 
"My child, your sins are forgiven" seemed an odd response because it was out of 

context and out of line: 

- It was out of context because the group of friends were seeking healing not 

forgiveness, and the paralyzed man would have wondered why he was 

addressed as "My child". 

- Jesus' words were also out of line because Jesus did not own the house so the 

sin of breaking the roof was not committed against Him. Hence, He did not 

have the authority to forgive the physical damages to the house. 

 

However, 

 God is the one who created all things and is the owner of everything. 

 All sins committed are offences against God because it is God alone who sets 

what is right and what is wrong. Hence, all sins hurt God personally. Therefore, 

only God can forgive sins. 

  

The teachers of the law who were learned and well-versed in the scripture 

interpreted Jesus' words as blasphemous since Jesus' response implied that He was 

God. (v.7) 

This account is a landmark event in the ministry of Jesus.  

By this time, the crowd were already convinced that Jesus spoke with authority as 

His words penetrate the hearts of man. They had heard and witnessed the 

transformative and miraculous power of His words in healing and driving out demons 

– authority over what is visible to the eye. 

 

Now, Jesus is showing the crowd another kind of authority – His authority over what 

is not visible to the eyes. (v.8) 

 

 Jesus knows what people are thinking in their hearts. (Matthew 9:4) 
 

No mortal man can know the intentions of another person’s heart, only God can. 

Jesus knows their thoughts because He is the owner of His Father’s house; He is 

God. Therefore, He has the authority to forgive sins. 

  

II) Which was easier for Jesus to say? (v.9) 

(i) “Get up, take your mat and walk" - Whilst this may be difficult for us to say, it 
would have been easy for Jesus who can perform any miracle. 
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(ii) "Your sins are forgiven" - This is easy for us to say because it cannot be 

verified, but it was harder for Jesus. 

 

We might think that if our God is almighty and omnipotent He can easily grant a 

complete forgiveness of our sins just by His word to set everything right. However, 

He could not do that because in doing so He would commit the greatest injustice of 

all time. Evil and wickedness need to be punished; the cost of sin has to be paid. 

When Jesus said "My child, your sins are forgiven", it marked the start of Jesus’ 

passage to the cross. Someone has to pay the price for our sins and Jesus was true 

to His words because He eventually went to the cross on Good Friday to pay for our 

sins so that whoever puts faith in Him and repents of our failings, will have our debt 

paid and our sins forgiven. 

 It is very costly for Jesus to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

 

Three things this passage tells us about Jesus: 

1. Jesus is indeed the owner of the glorious house of the Father and he is inviting 

us to enter the Father's house because He is God and He has the authority to 

forgive sins. 

2. Jesus paid the price for our sin. He did not take the easy way out but went to 

the cross Himself to pay for our sins so we may be forgiven. 

3. Jesus wants to make us whole. He did not just heal the physical condition of 

the paralyzed man but He also healed his heart which was his inner condition. 

The paralyzed man and his friends thought their greatest need was physical 

healing and did not realise their deeper issues. Through their faith, Jesus 

revealed to them their real needs and proceeded to grant the man complete 

healing. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus is inviting us to come to him. If there is anything holding us back, remember 

that He can forgive sins and make us whole again because He has paid the price at 

the cross. Let us come and enter His rest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Faith Walk! - Sermon Discussion 

 

4 

For we walk by faith, not by sight. 2 Corinthians 5:7  

Copyright © 2021 by Faith Methodist Church. All rights reserved.  

 No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted  

in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other  

electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of  the publisher. 

As a group, spend some time to share your success and struggle in fulfilling what 

you/your group had committed to do at the previous meeting. 

A. Review Sermon Content 

Purpose: Reflect on one key takeaway.  

Appoint someone to read Mark 2:1-12 twice, slowly.  

1. At the end of the reading, the reader will say, ‘This is the Word of the Lord.” 

All to respond, “Thanks be to God.” Our response reminds us that this is the 

Word of the Lord. Just as God had spoken to His people in the past, He is still 

speaking to us even today, right now.” 

a. As God’s word was read, which verse speaks to you the most? 

 

 

 

 

 

b. (i)     What is the key takeaway for you from the sermon “Your Sins are 

Forgiven”? 

(ii) How will you align the way you live to your key takeaway? 
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B. Relate Sermon Content 

Purpose: Relate with the Truth and Resolve for Transformation. 

2a.   (i)     What does “Jesus has authority over what is not visible to the eyes” mean 

to you? 

 

(ii) How will you respond to this authority of Jesus? 
 

2b.   Instead of taking the easy way out in pardoning all our sins by just saying the 

word, Jesus went to the cross on Good Friday to pay for our sins to uphold 

justice. What does this tell you about: 

(i) God’s heart towards justice and righteousness? 
 

(ii) What we should do when we have committed injustice or see injustice 

being committed?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3a.   Do you think Jesus can see your faith in how you live?  

 

3b.   What is one thing in your heart that you need to bring before God for His 

healing? 

 

3c.   How can your group members encourage or help you achieve 3b in the 

        following week(s) until your next meeting?  
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C. Testimonies and Prayer 

Purpose: Give glory to God and seek Him.  

4.     Share your personal testimony on how God in His mercy and grace made you 

whole by healing you of an inner condition when you only sought God for a 

physical healing. 

 

OR 

 

Give thanks to God for paying the price of your sins, so that you can enter 

freely into His house and be His temple for the Holy Spirit's transformative 

power to work in and through you. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. With a prayer partner, bring all that have been shared in 3a, 3b and 3c to God.  

Commit to encourage each other to bring to God not only needs for physical 

healing but the inner conditions of your hearts that need healing so He may 

fully restore you by forgiving your sins. 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


