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DEEPER IN CHRIST

CROSS
CURRENTS IN
THE FAMILY
(PART 1)
Preserving the biblical portrait of marriage
and the family.
By Bishop Emeritus Rev Dr Robert Solomon
Transcribed and edited by Sandra Tang

Editor’s Note: During
Faith’s 52nd Anniversary
celebrations in July 2018,
Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert
Solomon spoke on the
topic, Cross Currents
in the Family, over two
sessions. He highlighted
the challenges that
families face today, as well
as how to deal with them
by returning to the biblical
purpose of the family.
Faithlink will feature the
entire sermon over a
4-part series. In this first
instalment, we discuss the
very big topic of “family”
as we look at the biblical
definition and purpose of
marriage.

FAMILIES IN THE
MODERN WORLD
Today’s families face many
challenges, whether or not
they are in church, as being
in church does not make you
immune to challenges.
A few years ago, the number
of nuclear families, father,
mother and children, among
all households was lower
than 50%. That is a trend and
a change. It may dip further
which means that the way
we think of a normal family
– father, mother and children
– is something that is not as
common as we think it is.
There are single parent families,
single people living alone,
widowers, widows and all kinds
of other arrangements. A young
man made an observation that
more than half of his married
friends were now divorced.
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In a recent conversation with
an old friend who is a Small
Group Leader in a church,
he also observed that among
the marriages in his own cell
group, about half of them have
serious marital problems. Now
if you go by that, it suggests to
us that the church is actually
facing a serious challenge to
family life.

What is marriage? One
definition by Daniel Block, a
New Testament scholar, is
that marriage is a covenant
relationship; a commitment
made in God’s presence
for specific God-ordained
purposes. Now, what is the
purpose that God ordained
marriage for then? What is the
purpose of family?

Because we do not talk
about it openly, it is an open
secret in some ways. Many
couples in our churches are
facing tremendous stresses
and pressures, and families
are breaking up. Parents and
children are not having as
good relations as they ought
to have. Elderly seniors are
struggling with loneliness and
how they can fit in to family life
as younger family members are
so busy with their own lives.
This is the situation our families
are in, in the modern world.

The purpose of marriage is…

THE BIBLICAL
DEFINITION AND
PURPOSE OF
MARRIAGE
The best way for us to
approach this is to look at the
first portrait of a family in
the Bible. Let us take a
careful view of the
first snapshots of
the origin of the
family in the Bible
because they
represent for us
what was God’s idea,
what went wrong,
and what God’s
solution is.

1) Procreation
In Genesis 1:28 it says that
immediately after God
created male and female
and differentiated genders,
He blessed them and said to
them “be fruitful and increase
in number, fill the earth”.
Have children.
2) Co-creation
In Genesis 1:20, the next
thing God commanded was
to “fill the earth and subdue
it, rule over the fish”. God has
recruited the family –
the couple – to rule over
and manage His creation
with Him. Therefore,
marriage and the family is
actually like an economic

unit. It is a very efficient
economic unit that raises
children with certain values,
educates and gives them
a future. Imagine, without
family, children are brought
up in institutions resulting
in chaos. As such the
relationship of marriage
is also a social unit and
economic unit, and
helpful for the way society
is structured.
3) Recreation/Companionship
Thirdly, God said in Genesis
2:18, “it is not good for the
man to be alone; I will
make a helper suitable for
him”. Here is the idea
of companionship.

ORDER AND PRIORITY
OF THE PURPOSES OF
MARRIAGE
What is the priority of these
three concepts? And which
comes first?
According to the order of
appearance in the biblical
text: (1) Procreation, (2) Cocreation, (3) Recreation/
Companionship. That was the
order of traditional society and
traditional church.
The problem with us today,
is that modern society has
changed and modified
it and even taken some
items off the list and that
can create all kinds of
problems. For instance,
the LGBT challenge
and those who propose
same-sex marriage.
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Those who argue for same-sex
marriage say that the purpose
of marriage is companionship
and faithful love. So if
two men are capable of
companionship and faithful
love, what is preventing you
from stopping them? Because
in modern society, that order
of priority has been changed.
If we trace the traditional
liturgy of marriage, we will
find that the first purpose of
marriage is procreation.
Second, God has called you to
co-creation, and then of course
companionship. However,
over time, in the 20th century,
that order has been changed.
Thus in modern liturgies and in
modern churches, the pastor
would say, “First of all, the

purpose of your marriage is
companionship – romantic
love. Just love one another,
be each other’s companion.
And, by the way, if you have
the opportunity, have children.”
In this way modern concepts
have influenced modern liturgy
and some churches have even
dropped the procreation part.
Due to these changes, we
can imagine that the church
has already lost or is losing
the battle for the idea that
marriage is exclusively
between a man and a woman.
It is important for us to
emphasise that in God’s plans,
He brings man and a woman
together first to make children,
second to manage to be
useful in society, and thirdly to

be companions to each other.
This is very important.
Some church fathers went
very far to say that the only
purpose of sexual relationship
in a marriage is procreation.
Now that is a bit extreme.
There were contextual
problems which I am not
going to deal with. But it is
important for us to remember
that marriage has to be
biblically understood.
If you think of marriage, you
must think of family, you must
think of children. I am not
sent by the government to
encourage you to make babies
but I am just talking from the
Bible. And it is important for us
to remember that.
~ end of part 1 ~

In the remaining parts of this series, we will cover these other areas:
(Part 2) External Threats, (Part 3) Tensions Within, (Part 4) Truths From Above
Part 2 – External Threats will be featured in the next issue of Faithlink.
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Note: This is Part 2 of the family sermon series preached by Bishop Robert Solomon in July
2018. Here, we highlight the challenges and threats faced by families in today’s modern
society and how we can overcome them.

CROSS CURRENTS
IN THE FAMILY
(PART 2)

Learn to identify and battle modern-day
challenges to the Family through the Word of God.
By Bishop Emeritus Rev Dr Robert Solomon
Transcribed and edited by Sandra Tang

At the end of Genesis 2, Adam and Eve are
married. In Genesis 3:1, Satan enters the human
world after marriage occurs.
Satan often appears in a marriage – in the
context of a family – because that is the place
for spiritual battle and it is particularly fierce.
Newly married couples often see stars, are
idealistic, thinking that everything is rosy and
they will live happily-ever-after. Those married
a long time may think: “Poor things, they don’t
know what they’re going to face.”
Some psychologists say the first year of
marriage is particularly challenging. It
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is like two independently flowing rivers
merging, causing turbulence. This is when
Satan enters a marriage to create havoc,
dissatisfaction, frustration, anger, disharmony,
miscommunication and conflict.

THE ENEMY’S MODUS OPERANDI
In Genesis 2:16 God said to Adam, “You are
free to eat from any tree in the garden but you
must not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil, for when you eat of it you will
surely die”.
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When Satan comes to break up a family and
disrupt a marriage, his modus operandi remains
largely unchanged because he is uncreative.
God is the artist, creating the heavens and the
earth. Satan is simply a sore loser, a bureaucrat,
who just follows his set ways.
1) Unbelief
Firstly, Satan’s expertise is to create doubt
on the word of God, which seems very
contemporary and post-modern.
He questioned Eve, “Did God really say you
must not eat from any tree in the garden?”
(The modernist asks, “Does God exist?”
Whereas the post-modernists ask, “Are you
sure? Did God really say this?”). Today we live
in post-modernity, so people take the Bible as
a book without absolute authority.
When Satan twists God’s word, he makes
God sound like a wet blanket. “You will live
a boring life following, believing in God and
living according to God’s principles, attending
church every Sunday, missing golf games,
sitting through boring Bible studies, with

boring people. There’s too much fun in
the world.”
Satan lies by twisting the truth of God to
make God sound like a boring killjoy. Though
the Bible did not exist in the Garden of Eden,
God’s word existed. Satan was testing Eve to
see how much of God’s word she knew.
Eve responded in Genesis 3:2, “We may eat
from the trees in the garden, but God did say
you must not eat from the tree in the middle
of the garden”. (Note: God said “you can
eat from any tree in the garden”.) Her vague
response caused confusion because there
were two trees in the middle of the garden:
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
(which God specifically said not to eat from),
and the Tree of Life.
Eve also edited God’s word when she
omitted the word “surely” in response to
Satan’s question (see Gen. 2:16). “God said
you cannot eat from the tree in the middle of
the garden and you must not touch it, or you
will die.”

FAITHLINK . APRIL 2019

14

DEEPER IN CHRIST

“WHENEVER WE STEP OUT
OF OUR HOUSE, WE HAVE
TO TELL OURSELVES “I’M A
SERVANT OF GOD. I AM A
CHILD OF GOD, AND I LIVE
TODAY TO OBEY HIM.” LET
US CONSCIOUSLY MAKE THAT
DECISION AS WE GO OUT
INTO THE WORLD.”
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THE IMPORTANCE OF
BIBLE LITERACY
Satan realized Eve didn’t know
her Bible very well and went
for the kill. He directly and
blatantly challenged God’s
word saying, “You will not
surely die”.
Here is a voice that tells us
something opposite from
what God said. Satan creates
doubt in us that leads to
unbelief in God’s word, which
he still continues to do today,
spreading all kinds of fake
news. Hence, if families do
not teach the principles of
God’s Word to their children,
the family cannot stand up to
Satan when he tempts them.
The reality is, Satan is a Bible
expert and knows more of the
Bible than most of us, if not
all of us, even those who have
been to seminary. So we need
to be careful and we must
know our Bible. Even now,
there are many lies circulated
in the world that affect family
life. Popular philosophies like
materialism tell us: If you have
enough money, you will have
happiness. Life’s purpose is to
be happy.
We have corrupt systems,
where Satan is the master
operator, enslaving humans
in these modern philosophies
that dehumanise us. We are
caught up in the wheels
of globalized modernism
that devalues people and
relationships. At work we are
treated more like a digit than a
human person; a rat running
on a continuously moving

wheel. We return home with
no time for our children or
spouses. Before realizing it,
the years have passed and the
children have grown up.
2) Wrong Desires
Apart from planting unbelief in
us, Satan also stirs up wrong
desires in us primarily through
three ways: The Lust of the Flesh
(Pleasure), the Lust of the Eyes
(Greed), and the Pride of Life.
• The Lust of the Flesh 		
(Pleasure)
We live in a world where
the lust of the flesh is one
reason that many marriages
breakdown. Unfortunately
this is the big problem
many of our modern families
are facing.
Today’s mass urbanized
environment we live in
allows maximum contact
between genders in the
office, markets, trains,
car parks, online, etc.
These provide and
increase the chances of
misbehaviour, affairs, or
wrong relationships.

With the Internet,
pornography is also a
growing and dangerous
problem, even among
church members. I once
met a couple and the
man was working in the
church; and he was sexually
addicted. We ask: How
could this happen?
Pornography enslaves the
person, wrecks their spiritual
life, breaks their marriage,
and destroys the family. We
have to be very careful and
bring it to subjection. Here
are some of the increasingly
important aspects of
Christian discipleship that
we should teach: Denial of
self, bearing up the cross,
and following Jesus. If we do
not practice that, we cannot
imagine having a satisfying,
meaningful and productive
family life.
• The Lust of the Eyes
(Greed)
Every time we shop, we look at
and want to own things. The lie
is this: The more you own, the
more significant you are.
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We often buy many items while overseas,
many of which are actually quite useless,
ending up in the storeroom, then circulated
as Christmas presents. That is what happens
in the madness of our modern lives. Greed
is very dangerous and the New Testament
calls it: idolatry. s Paul’s letter to Colossians,
idolatry is so dangerous; it is an addiction.

WESLEY’S PRAYER FOR PURCHASE
AND IMPULSE BUYING
As Methodists, we also remember our
heritage.

people are greedy. In the pursuit of those
things, families and marriages are sacrificed.
• The Pride of Life
When talking to Eve, Satan presented the
fruit desirably. It is described in the Bible as
“pleasing to the eye”. We also know that the
fruit was good food. So Satan sells the fruit as
being desirable for gaining wisdom, that you
become “as wise as God” if you eat it.
That is a wrong desire, in the wrong way,
to want to be like God. Many of us put up a
show or image. Pride has ‘I’ at the centre of
the word. Parents have destroyed children
because of pride, wanting their children to
become doctors, lawyers or corporate highfliers and live the parent’s dreams. I have
witnessed children breakdown and become
dysfunctional because of this.

John Wesley had a prayer that he expected
all Methodists to pray before they bought
anything. It goes something like this: “God,
I’m about to buy this. I’m checking with you
because I’m spending your money of which
I’m just a steward. If this is not what you
want me to buy, please stop me. If I do buy
this, may I use it well and properly for your
glory.”

WRONGFUL DESIRES LEAD TO
DISOBEDIENCE

As I reflect more on it, I think it was John
Wesley’s genius. He was a man ahead of
his times and knew about impulsive buying.
Puritan writer, Thomas Brookes, said, “Satan
has a knack for showing the bait while hiding
the hook.” Greed is a big problem because

Satan spreads lies, stirs up wrong desires,
then encourages and urges disobedience. In
verse 6, Eve took some of the fruit and ate
it; more than just a bite, more than one fruit.
With each bite the disobedience became
increasingly serious.
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IT’S SO IMPORTANT THAT WE DO
NOT LIVE CARELESSLY, FOR WE
LIVE IN A DANGEROUS WORLD
AND THE TRENDS FROM OUTSIDE
ACTUALLY AFFECT US VERY DEEPLY.

Eve could have stopped and realised with a
conscience that she was breaking God’s law
(“the day you eat it you will surely die”). Or
perhaps she thought that since all was already
lost, she may as well continue. She then gave
some to Adam, who took it, enjoyed it and
eventually sinned against God as well.

A BIBLICAL MINDSET SAFEGUARDS
OUR FAMILY LIFE
Our world does not encourage us to deny
ourselves and love others; instead it repeatedly
encourages us to disobey.

The world encourages us and is programmed
to make us blatantly disobey God’s law. The
consequence of disobedience and sin is that
we cannot hope to remain whole after breaking
God’s law because breaking God’s law breaks
us.

When ideology is ingrained, and when temptation
comes, what comes to mind is, “Just do it! Just
once! Nobody knows!” When that happens, the
marriage is terribly affected. Keeping secrets will
gnaw into the marriage relationship and affect trust.
If the spouse finds out about an affair, it wrecks the
marriage and affects the children very severely.

For instance, advertisements don’t just sell
a product but a lifestyle, thought or slogan.
The “Just Do It” and “Obey Your Thirst”
advertisement campaigns connected a
catch phrase with a product, repeated daily,
frequently drilled into our unconscious minds
as constantly playing operating scripts.

We do not live in a vacuum and we are exposed
to whatever takes place outside. Therefore,
unless we have a biblical mind-set, unless we are
following Christ as His disciples, we are going to
fall prey to whatever thought out there, which is
mostly encouragement to disobey God.

I thought these were dangerous philosophies
and preached “Don’t Do It” and “Deny Yourself”
sermons for thirty minutes to counteract them.
But who will eventually win the battle for the
mind when these campaigns run repeatedly,
whereas I in comparison preach for only halfan-hour?

It’s so important that we do not live carelessly,
for we live in a dangerous world and the trends
from outside actually affect us very deeply. Thus
whenever we step out of our house, we have to
tell ourselves “I’m a servant of God. I am a child
of God, and I live today to obey Him.” Let us
consciously make that decision as we go out into
the world.

In the remaining parts of this series, we will cover these other areas:
(Part 3) Tensions Within, (Part 4) Truths From Above
Part 3 – Tensions Within will be featured in the next issue of Faithlink.
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CROSS CURRENTS
IN THE FAMILY
(PART 3)

TENSIONS WITHIN
THE FAMILY
Understand the reasons why tensions
arise within the family.
By Bishop Emeritus Rev Dr Robert Solomon
Transcribed and edited by Sandra Tang
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Note: This is Part 3 of the family sermon series preached by Bishop Emeritus Rev Dr Robert
Solomon in July 2018. In this instalment, we highlight how tensions in the family arise due to
the consequences of sin.

In today’s context, there are not only threats
from outside, but Genesis 3 shows us the
tensions within. There are already signs here that
the communication in the family has become
dysfunctional. Adam and Eve were supposed
to be naked and unashamed of each other and
of themselves – there is transparency. But what
happens after sin? They not only hid from God,
they also hid from each other.
We never fully disclose ourselves to our spouse,
isn’t it?
There are three possibilities that couples may
experience:
(1) Fully disclose everything to each other,
(2) Mostly disclose of themselves to each
other, or
(3) Hardly disclose anything to each other.
Which do you think research found as the most
satisfying marriage? It is option 2: When couples
mostly disclose to each other.
Option 1 (full disclosure) can be very dangerous
and lead to a divorce. If we tell our spouses
everything we have ever done in our lives, that
could be the end of us. Imagine if the husband
tells his wife, “Before I met you, I had three
girlfriends,” and his wife responds, “Tell me
more.” And that’s it! If you want to keep digging
you can have big problems.
If it is Option 3 (little disclosure), you keep
many things from each other, and it is not very
satisfying because there is no communication.
Communication was affected and when we
refer to Genesis 4, the brothers Cain and Abel
were not able to communicate and were
unable to understand each other. It ended up in
murder: Brother killing brother.

CONSEQUENCES OF SIN IN A
MARRIAGE
1. PAIN
After sin, certain things enter the marriage
relationship, one of which is pain. Genesis 3:16
tells us that childbirth would be painful for the
woman. It is a real pain but now we can reduce
it with the use of epidurals, anaesthetics,
hypnosis and so on.
We can numb the pain of childbirth but we
cannot numb the pain of childrearing. Babies
need to feed every three hours even when
we want to sleep or are feeling sleepy. It is
also painful when children are sick, when
children misbehave in school or if the child
becomes “bad”.
2. WORK WILL BE FRUSTRATING
In Genesis 3:17-19, we learn that Adam is not
spared – he will face frustration. He will go to
work but work will be frustrating. He has to
sweat it out and that is a reality of life. Life will
become very difficult.
3. BULLYING (TO RULE OVER)
There will be bullying – what do I mean
by this? In Genesis 3:16, Eve is told, “Your
desire will be for your husband and he will
rule over you.”
Men like this verse because they say, “See! It
says in the Bible that ‘I will rule over you. So I
tell you what to do’.”
I remember a young couple’s marriage in
church from some years ago. The husband
said, “We have a happy family; happy marriage.

FAITHLINK . JULY 2019

16

DEEPER IN CHRIST

My wife has left me to decide
all the important major issues
and she takes care of the rest so
we have peace in the marriage.”
Then the wife added, “Yes, I
let him take care of the major
issues, but I decide what the
major issues are.”

THE ROLE OF THE
HUSBAND
So, what does it mean when
the Bible says, “Your husband
will rule over you?”
The first thing I want to
say is that this is not a
prescription but a description
of the consequences of sin.
Therefore, you cannot use this
verse to say, “You see man is
superior, he’s supposed to boss
over and rule over his wife.”
This is wrong because “to rule
over” is the consequence of
sin. Men are usually bigger
and stronger, so they tend
to boss over their wives. The
poor wives cannot fight back –
though nowadays they can.
Having previously worked in
the Alexandra Hospital A&E
department, I have seen my
fair share of battered spouses.
From my experience, there
were more battered women
than men but the men were
more severely battered.
This idea of “ruling over”,
“bossing over”, and “bullying”,
is the result of sin. However
when we come to the New
Testament, it is a different story.
“Husbands, love your wives”.
There is a paradigm shift in the
concept of marriage, which I
will cover in the next section.
JULY 2019 . FAITHLINK

THE ROLE OF THE WIFE

door, it desires to have you.”

The Bible says that for wives,
“your desire will be for your
husband.” Some people think,
“Yea, women have no choice,
so they have to love the man
no matter what he does.” He
slaps you, you still love him.

What does it mean? It means
sin wants to master you!

But that’s not what it means.
The word used for “desire” is
teshuqah in Hebrew. If we look
at Genesis 4:7, we find the same
word used when God says to
Cain, “Sin is crouching at your

So imagine this dysfunctional
couple: the husband tries
to rule over his wife and
the wife tries to master her
husband. There is a secret
power struggle going on in a
dysfunctional marriage that
does not have God in the
centre. It becomes a power
struggle and it is often the
cause of a lot of problems.
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THIS IDEA OF “RULING
OVER”, “BOSSING OVER”,
AND “BULLYING”, IS THE
RESULT OF SIN. HOWEVER
WHEN WE COME TO
THE NEW TESTAMENT, IT
IS A DIFFERENT STORY.
“HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR
WIVES”.
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4. DEATH
Death is one of the biggest blows in a marital
relationship in a family. The Holmes-Rahe Stress
Inventory measures the different stressors
and stress levels in our life. The most stressful,
difficult event in our lives is the loss of a spouse.
I want to suggest to you that family
relationships are the closest we will have but
also the most painful and dangerous. The
closer we get, the higher the potential there is
to inflict damage isn’t it?
Some people may have grown up in families
where they were abused by those who were
close to them. It brought pain into their lives
so they grow up thinking: Never get close to
anyone, because if you get too close, you get
hurt. They manage life along, never getting
close to anyone.
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The family’s blessing is a close relationship but
it can also become a curse because the closest
relationships can become the most painful ones.

MAHATMA GHANDI AND
HIS SON HARILAL
As we end, let me share the story of
Mahatma Ghandi.
There was a film titled, “My Father: Ghandi”,
which I saw some years ago. It tells a littleknown story of the dysfunctional and destructive
relationship between Mahatma Ghandi and his
eldest son, Harilal. In those days, they married
very young. Ghandi was only 19 when Harilal
was born.
When Harilal grew up, he wanted to go to
London, like his father did, to study Law. But
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BECAUSE TENSIONS WITHIN THE
FAMILY ARE THE RESULTS OF OUR
SINFULNESS AND THE ORIGINAL
SIN THAT WE SUFFER FROM, LET
US ALWAYS LEAN ON GOD FOR
WISDOM AND STRENGTH AS WE
RAISE OUR FAMILIES.

Ghandi said, “No, you stay in India and help
me with my freedom struggle.” Harilal was
actually a good student and there was a
scholarship available which he qualified for
but Ghandi refused to give it to him and gave
it to others instead.
Harilal became very bitter with his father. Harilal
later got married and his wife left him and
she died. He started drinking and became an
alcoholic. He converted to Islam and ended up
as a beggar in the streets. Eventually, Ghandi
disowned him.

LEAD WITH LOVE AND WISDOM
FROM GOD
Ghandi’s story is a very tragic story. A man

who so many millions looked up to as a
freedom fighter and was supposed to be a wise
man, made a big blunder in his own family by
destroying his son – that is possible.
A man may be very popular, a big leader even
in church, but in his own family he may do
damage. He may wreck those closest to him.
There is the potential for destroying those
who are close to us, those who look up to us
(our children especially), those who need us;
who need our time, attention, love
and understanding.
Because tensions within the family are the
results of our sinfulness and the original sin that
we suffer from, let us always lean on God for
wisdom and strength as we raise our families.

We wrap up the Family Sermon series in the next issue of Faithlink. Look out for it then!
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CROSS CURRENTS IN THE FAMILY
(PART 4)

Marriage
and the
New Testament
By Bishop Emeritus Rev Dr Robert Solomon
Transcribed and edited by Sandra Tang

Note: This is the fourth and last instalment of the Family
Sermon series by Bishop Emeritus Rev Dr Robert Solomon.
The first three instalments can be found in our previous issues
of FaithLink available at faithmc.sg/faithlink
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Jesus is interested in your
marriage and He can use
your marriage to fulfil His
eternal purposes. God knows
about marriage since the
relationship between Christ
and the Church (Ephesians
5) is described as a marital
relationship; with Christ as
the groom and the Church as
the bride.
Marriage is the first institution
created by God after the
creation of man (Genesis). In
the New Testament, Jesus
begins His public ministry by
completing His first miracle at
a wedding in Cana (John 2).
That’s how important our
marriages and families are
to God. This God who does
miracles at a wedding feast,
can do miracles in our
marriages and families. He
can turn something ordinary
(water) into something
extraordinary (wine)!
And that’s the promise that is
given to us in the Bible.

THE PURPOSE OF
MARRIAGE IS FOR
SANCTIFICATION
Marriage is the laboratory and
means of grace by which God
makes us better people; it is
the crucible for sanctification
with great potential for growth
into holiness. We become less
self-centred, selfish, lazy or
irresponsible.
The close relationships that we
have in a marriage and family
make us realise and recognise
how terrible and sinful we

actually are: Unforgiving,
naggy, unreasonable,
being angry, holding
grudges, etc.
On the spiritual front,
Satan makes us bitter.
But God uses the
struggles and tensions
of marriage and family
life to mould us into
what He wants us
to become.

THE CALL OF
MARRIAGE
Most people think the
purpose of marriage is to
have happiness but marriage
is a call to holiness. God is at
work in a marital relationship,
making us Christ-like and the
kind of people that we were
meant to be. We become
more loving, gracious,
forgiving, patient, etc.
This changes our perspective
of how we view marriage and
our families. If we just pursue
happiness, we will never
find happiness and never
become holy. But if we pursue
holiness, we become holy and
happy.
Happiness is a by-product of
holiness. That is the way that
God intended marriages to
be. So instead of complaining
about your marriage, even
when it’s difficult, start
thanking God!
How about praying: “Lord,
I thank you for this man/
woman, who’s often a big
challenge to live with, but
because of him/her, I’m

stretched in my patience, faith,
hope and love.”

THE LINK BETWEEN
THE CHURCH AND
FAMILY
The church is a group of
families, and families are part
of the Christian community.
No family is meant to exist
independently in a vacuum.
God put us together to
encourage, minister and
inspire one another.
The Church is a larger family
that fellowships, encourages
and helps families that are
struggling as we should not
be suffering alone. Families
without the church will
struggle and the church
without families will fail too
because the church is only as
strong as its families; and the
family is only as strong as the
church to which it belongs.
It is therefore necessary to
bring together these realities of
how the church and families
can actually work together.
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DEEPER IN CHRIST

INSTEAD OF BLAMING, HOW
ABOUT EXTENDING GRACE
AND GRACIOUSNESS? THIS IS
ONLY POSSIBLE IF THE GRACE
OF GOD IS BROUGHT INTO
OUR FAMILY LIFE.

families pray for a few families
they know and find ways to
befriend, minister and reach
out to them with the gospel as
a family venture?
Families can help the church
by participating as families
instead of as individuals.

GOD REDEEMS
FAMILIES
“The Christian Family” is a very
good book about the family
by Judith and Jack Balswick.
It points out that God’s grace
transforms family life and we
need His help for marriage and
family. He is the Redeemer
God whose intention is to help
us not just as individuals, but
as families.

ENGAGEMENT VERSUS
DISENGAGEMENT
In the olden days, a lot of
family life was quite engaged
at home – there was no
WhatsApp, mobile phones,
or television. When families
came to church, they
disengaged; children, youth,
women and men all went
their separate ways so that
they could meet other people
of the same kind.
But today’s world is different.
Families are disengaged at
home because of technology,
media and other influences.
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Each person is on their own
mobile device talking to others
not physically there. They may
be physically present together
but emotionally and spiritually
distant and disengaged.
These disengaged families
come to church and continue
being disengaged.
So perhaps we need to
find ways that families
can come together and
engage them. We need
to be creative in thinking
about this. For instance, how
about multi-generation or
intergenerational worship,
once in a while? Or instead
of individualistic evangelism,

Family and marriage should be
a commitment to love and be
loved, and in His redemption,
there is transformation from
hating to commitment. Some
people hate their family
members to the extent they
don’t talk to each other.
Children hate their parents
because their parents were
distant, absent, or abusive.
We complain about each
other, hurling blame instead of
committing to love and
be loved.
In Genesis God asked Adam,
“What happened? Why are
you hiding from me?” To
which Adam replied, “It is
the woman you gave me.”,
blaming both God and Eve.
To Adam, God gave him the
“wrong” woman and if it were
another woman, his life would
have been much better.
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Blaming is a very common phenomenon in
marriage and family.
“You are the reason our children go wild/fail.”
“You are the problem.”

GOD LONGS FOR INTIMACY WITH US
How often do we use the language of intimacy?
“I’m so proud of you!” “You look sad today,
what happened?”

Instead of blaming, how about extending grace
and graciousness? This is only possible if the
grace of God is brought into our family life. We
learn how to forgive and to be forgiven. And
instead of using hurtful words or forcefulness,
we can learn how to minister and empower, to
serve and to be served, and move from hiding
from one another, to intimacy – to know and to
be known.

Likewise, when a couple court, they often use
the language of intimacy. But how often do we
use it in married life?

THE LANGUAGE OF RELATIONSHIPS

Similarly when we pray, we tend to use the
language of information: “Lord, I pray for Mr Tan
warded in SGH, diagnosed with…, treated with…
etc.” We bombard heaven with information as if
heaven doesn’t know! Or we use the language
of control: “God I want the rain to stop now!”

The language of intimacy, words of love or
affirmation, is the language of relationships. It is
one of the difficulties in family life and should
be learned within a family.
As we grow older we learn the language of
information – the ability to name and list things
e.g. car, cup. We learn the language of control
or motivation when we discover that words
have power to move people and make them do
things, such as a teacher instructing the class to
sit or stand.
Unfortunately, we often forget the language
of intimacy as other languages become
more prominent.
We master the language of information and
control. At work our bosses or supervisors use
the language of information and control to
give deadlines or instructions, and we cannot
respond with the language of intimacy as it is
inappropriate.
Returning home, if we forget to “turn off” the
two languages, we may use the language
of information and ask questions like, “Any
letters?” “Any homework?” “How much?”
“Anything to pay?”
Or we use the language of control and say,
“Finish your food.” “Turn off the TV.” “Do your
homework.” “Go to bed.”

We have to work hard at it. We speak like
computers using information and control
instead of using the language of intimacy in our
family life, making it difficult to build family life,
marriages and intimacy.

But all God really wants to hear from us, first
and foremost, is the language of intimacy which
is how The Lord’s Prayer begins: “Abba” – our
heavenly father, telling God about how great He
is and how much we admire Him and worship
Him. That’s the language of intimacy!

BRING JESUS INTO OUR FAMILIES
When we reframe our minds, we change the
arrangement or look at things differently from
another perspective.
For instance, when David faced Goliath in
battle, it may appear mismatched, with David on
a suicidal mission against a giant. But when we
reframe the situation, it helps us to realise that
the living God is the larger giant!
Likewise, we can reframe our family portraits
by bringing Jesus into our families. If Jesus is
in the picture, it gives us hope. No matter what
our condition, difficulties or how intractable our
problems seem to be, the Lord is willing to come
into those situations to make all the difference.
Because with Christ in the vessel, we can smile
at the storm.
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